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A Live Nativity Event to Come 

Parle’s Barn – Beaver Township 

A story beginning – and a story of an ending 

 

Believe it or not…Zion is going back to Beaver Township! 

 

Well, in a certain way it is.  At the last Elders meeting a committee 

came and floated the idea of having a live nativity at the Parle’s barn in 

Beaver Township.  The date and the time for the event were set.  Please 

join us on December 8
th

 from 5:30-7 p.m. at 2518 Lone Tree Road, 

Humboldt for a come and go live nativity with singing, animals, and a 

Christmas story message. 

 

It’s a new event, the beginning of a story here at Zion and a fantastic 

way to hear the Christmas story. And it’s a return to Beaver Township. 

 

Who knows where the stories might lead.  I’m reminded of another 

story, of another barn where just such a live nativity took place.  When 

I saw the event, it was near the end of that tradition.  What I describe 

below…no longer is.  In December of 2012 I wrote the following for 

the December Newsletter.  I’ll reprint it again here as what I wrote then 

was the end of a story and we are at the beginning.   

 

---------- 

 

December 2012 

 

While at seminary I was assigned to a congregation in Livingston 

Illinois, with a small rural feeling population of 856.  During Christmas 

a curious event took place.   
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Prior to the event women would have been busy in the kitchen baking 

cookies, bars, pies, and pastries.  The night of the event apple cider was 

heated and chocolate was made hot.  Men, working in the fire 

department, would have bright red engines running generators and they 

would string lights up and down and all around an old brown and white 

barn.  After the small lights were strung, big flood lights filled the 

night.  No fanfare would have been made regarding the barn other 

times of the year, but now it was the center of attention.  The bright 

light now bathing the barn would be out of sorts with the dark 

everywhere else.  Inside this old uncelebrated structure some people 

had donated an old house furnace that would crank out heat -- not into 

vents but just into the openness of the barn.  It would be blazing hot by 

the heater and ice cold away from it.  There was a time when the event 

was held without a heater, reminisced long time attendants.  Outside 

there would be an ambulance, staffed by volunteers, in case anything 

went wrong.  If Livingston had a population of 856, many of them 

would be here over the weekend, along with members of the outlying 

community.  

 

Weeks before the event people were getting into character.  A man 

name Paul, who played King Herod, would grow a beard special for the 

event to make him look more king-like.  The narrator, though he read 

the very same lines for years and years, would rehearse and pick out his 

special dress cowboy hat.  Animals were recruited.  Not finding camels 

in the middle of Illinois, llamas were used instead.  They spit.  People 

were seated close to them. 

 

The nights of the event, people would creep into a small barn, and sit 

close to one another.  The chairs would be the metal, cold, and 

uncomfortable type.  Animals would smell without doing anything, and 

sometimes they did things.  To this small barn would flock most of the 

neighborhood.   Some would come dressed nicely, some would come 

after work in work attire, some would come informally, but all came 

dressed warmly.  They would sit.  A band, usually a local folk band, 

would begin the event.  After the band played, introductions were said, 

and then it was down to business. 

 

The narrator in his dress cowboy hat would say in the King James 

Version, “And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a 

decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.  And 
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all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.  And Joseph also went 

up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city 

of David, which is called Bethlehem; because he was of the house and 

lineage of David, to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great 

with child…” and the Christmas story begins.   

 

Upstairs in the barn there was a choir.  The organist played with gloves 

on, for while the heater cranked out heat it was still cool if not cold.  

People sat there in the loft and sang.  When they sang “Angels We 

Have Heard on High,” children dressed as angels descended not from 

the sky, but from the loft to the audience below.  They would sing 

“Away in a Manger” and during the song Mary and Joseph were 

revealed -- typically holding whatever newborn baby the community 

had birthed that year.   

 

One time, during the final service of the year, a lady came as the 

service was just finishing.  She had missed the advertising but perhaps 

had seen the bright lights in the night as she drove by.  “Am I too late?” 

she asked.  Truth was, “Yeah.  This is the final night, and we’re just 

getting done.”  Her face dropped as if she’d missed something 

important.   

 

Rightly, she had.  It wasn’t the old barn, the cold metal chairs, the 

cowboy hat of the narrator, the smell of straw, or even the hot chocolate 

and treats.  Instead, what was missed was the hearing and sharing of an 

old story that changes and redeems and renews the world.  The tradition 

of it, the telling of it, the sharing of it among the family of Christians – 

this is the point of the season whether the story is told in a barn, in a 

church, or at home among a family. 

 

------------- 

 

What stories will we share this year?  Please attend and be a part of this 

new story.  

 

 

Pastor Aaron 
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THANKSGIVING EVE WORSHIP 

November 21, 2018 – 6:30 p.m. 

Thanksgiving is a national holiday that was set aside to be celebrated 

on the fourth Thursday of November.  Zion’s Thanksgiving Worship 

Service will be held the evening before on Thanksgiving Eve, 

Wednesday, November 21 at 6:30 p.m.  This is a time to join your 

brothers and sisters in Christ as we offer our gracious God thanksgiving 

and praise for His mercy and the many gifts He has granted to us as 

individuals, as a family, a congregation and a nation.   

 

Interested in organizing the pumpkin pies on Thanksgiving Eve?  As 

it stands now we will be cancelling the pumpkin pie event we have 

been having after the Thanksgiving evening service.  If you are 

interested in organizing and serving the event, please contact Pastor 

Aaron at 515-890-7558 or pastora@goldfieldaccess.net. 

 

 
 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!  Zion’s CD Ministry delivers CDs and 

bulletins every week to our shut-ins.  Mardell Vandevanter is delivering 

the service CDs and bulletins to our Shut-Ins.  If you need a CD or 

bulletin delivered or an extra CD for any occasion, please call the 

church office at 332-3279. 

mailto:pastora@goldfieldaccess.net
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2018 ADVENT SUPPERS 
This year there will be four Midweek Advent Services, November 28, 

December 5, 12 and 19.  The Advent suppers will be from 5:30-6:30 

p.m. before the service and Confirmation will be at 7:30 p.m. following 

the service.  The menu will vary, with each group determining what 

they will serve.  A free will offering will be received and go toward a 

project designated by the serving group.  This is a time for fellowship 

as we prepare to worship.   

The schedule includes:  

November 28  Endowment Fund 

December   5   Evangelism 

December 12  Jr. LYC 

December 19   Open 

  

A complete Advent / Christmas schedule will be printed in the 

December newsletter.  

 
“Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest treasure in 

the world. It controls our thoughts, minds, hearts, and spirits.... Our dear 

fathers and prophets did not desire without reason that music be always used 

in the churches. Hence, we have so many songs and psalms. This precious gift 

has been given to man alone that he might thereby remind himself that God 

has created man for the express purpose of praising and extolling God.” – 

Martin Luther 

 

This Advent season in our midweek services will be based upon various 

Advent hymns in our hymnal, and how they continue to teach us of the 

promises of forgiveness and eternal life God has given us in His Son, our 

Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

Advent I    – ‘O Come O Come Emmanuel’ (Isaiah 11:1-5) 

Advent II  – ‘Prepare the Royal Highway’ (Isaiah 40:3-5; 40:6-7) 

Advent III – ‘What Hope! An Eden Prophesied’ (Isaiah 11:1, 6-10, 12-16) 

Advent IV – ‘Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Crying’ (Isaiah 6:1-3, 19-20) 
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It is time once again to decorate the church for Christmas! The 

Evangelism Board will be decorating the Sanctuary and outdoors on 

Tuesday, November 27 at 6:00 p.m.  The Geműtlichkeit Committee 

will be decorating the Fellowship Hall and the Narthex.  Please plan to 

come and help and enjoy the fellowship of decorating our church.  

Your help will be greatly appreciated.        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ZION LUTHERAN ENDOWMENT FUND 
 

Please join us for the Endowment Awareness Advent Supper on 

Wednesday, November 28 beginning at 5:30 p.m.  Your Endowment 

Committee is here to serve you.   

 

Have a blessed Christmas Season! 
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES  

October 8, 2018 - 8:00 p.m. 
_______________________________________________________  

 

The October 8, 2018 meeting of Zion Lutheran Church Council was 

called to order at 8:00 p.m. by President Jim Helvick.  There were 10 

members present.  Pastor Aaron led the opening prayer.  The minutes 

from the September 10, 2018 meeting were approved as printed.  

 

MSC Marian Anderson made a motion to adopt the following 

resolution: 

 “Be it resolved: 

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Humboldt, Iowa resolved 

that the business entity adopts the name:  Zion Lutheran 

Church, Humboldt, Iowa, a business entity subject to the 

provisions of Revised Nonprofit Corporation Act (nonprofit 

corporation- Iowa Code ch. 504).”  This resolution is to bring 

the name of the Church into compliance with the State of Iowa 

Code ch. 504.  Tim McCartan seconded the motion.  Motion 

carried. 

 

MSC Joyce Thompson made a motion to accept the ballot as printed. 

Fred Arndt seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

Reports: 

STEWARDSHIP:  no report 

 

EDUCATION:  Dawn Parle reported that the Sunday school and all 

the Bible classes are up and running. 
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EVANGELISM:  Pastor Aaron reported that decorating for Christmas 

will be on Tuesday, November 27
th

.  On Wednesday, November 28, the 

first Advent service supper will be served by the Endowment Fund 

Committee.  That evening, there will also be a dedication of the new 

Nativity set.  On the Wednesday, December 5 Advent service, the 

students in the confirmation classes will be given a Lutheran Study 

Bible.  The cost of these Bibles is being covered, half by the 

congregation and half by the Sande family. 

 

LWML:  Joyce Thompson reported for the LWML.  They are working 

on putting together a ballot of officers and list of charities to be given 

to with proceeds from the Gemutlichkeit Luncheon.  November 1 will 

be a guest noon luncheon with churches from Humboldt and the 

Humboldt Zone being invited.  The guest speaker will be Kathy Geisler 

speaking on “Caregivers Support”.  20 boxes were mailed to college 

students. 

 

YOUTH BOARD:  Pastor Kyle reported that there were 8 going to the 

Jr. LYC gathering.  There was a meeting of the LYC students and 

parents.  After he gets the questionnaires back, they will be putting 

together a program of activities.  Several are thinking about going to 

the National Youth Gathering in Minnesota next summer.  

 

MSC Treasurer:  Tim McCartan presented the Treasurer’s Report.  He 

reported that the “Give Plus” mobile app is now available for use in 

giving to Zion.  Marilyn Kuehnast made a motion to accept the 

Treasurer’s Report as printed.  Fred Arndt seconded the motion.  

Motion carried. 

 

MSC Financial Secretary:  Marian Anderson presented the Financial 

Secretary’s report.  Fred Arndt made a motion to accept the Financial 

Secretary’s report as printed.  Dawn Parle seconded the motion.  

Motion carried. 

 

TRUSTEES:  Adam Parle reported the trustees are trying to find 

someone willing to remove the snow from the parking lots and 

sidewalks this winter. 

 

ELDERS:  no report 
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Pastor Aaron:  Pastor Aaron reported that there is one wedding 

coming up on November 3. 

 

Pastor Kyle:  Pastor Kyle reported that he attended the fall Pastor’s 

Conference in Des Moines.  He will be filling in at St. Paul’s on 

October 21.  On October 28, he will be at Trinity, Deer Creek.  This is 

for confirmation of the two students that he has been teaching.  He has 

made application for the “Ministry Excellence Fund” again this year. 

Tyler Benschoter has been nominated to be the lay delegate from the 

Fort Dodge Circuit to the synodical convention next summer. 

 

Unfinished business:  There will be a soup lunch following church on 

Sunday, November 4.  This is a fundraiser for the Lotus project, the 

shelter for homeless women in rural Fort Dodge. 

 

New business:  no new business. 

 

Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.  We 

closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

Marilyn Kuehnast <>< 

Marilyn Kuehnast <>< 

Council Secretary 
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH CONGREGATION MEETING 

October 21, 2018 
________________________________________________________ 

 

The Zion Lutheran Church Congregational Budget meeting was called 

to order at 11:03 a.m. by President Jim Helvick.  30 members were 

present, constituting a quorum.  The minutes of the May 20, 2018 

meeting were approved as printed. 

 

MSC  The printed budget was discussed.  Kent Stern made a motion to 

accept the budget as printed.  Marlys Johnson seconded the motion.  

Motion carried. 

 

Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:18 a.m. 

 

 

Marilyn Kuehnast <>< 

Marilyn Kuehnast <>< 

Secretary 
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BIBLE STUDIES AT ZION 

 

The study of God’s Word is essential to spiritual growth.  Zion offers a 

number of different Bible Studies throughout the week.  You are 

encouraged to join us in any of the following Bible studies.   

 
8:45 A.M. SUNDAY ADULT & YOUTH BIBLE STUDIES:  

In a trembling, unsteady world, how do you gain stability, find peace  

and learn to trust God? This world has a tremble to it. There are 

things that seem unsteady in this life. But when we belong to God, 

it allows us to filter our problems through the promises of God. 

When we choose to be people of the promise, we choose to build 

our lives on promises of God, not the circumstances of life. Join us 

as we begin a new series led by Max Lucado entitled 'Unshakable 

Hope - Building our lives on the Promises of God' on Sunday 

mornings for any and all adults. We meet on Sundays at 8:45 on 

Room W17. Invite a family member or friend and join in! 

 

YOUTH BIBLE STUDY – The youth meet for Bible Study in the Youth  

Room over the kitchen every Sunday at 8:45 a.m.  The topic varies 

from week to week centering on the issues that affect our young 

people and strengthening their faith. 

 

OTHER BIBLE STUDIES: 

WOMEN OF ZION and friends:  Often, idols are obvious - money,  

power, fame.  But subtler idols can sometimes take the form of 

sweet loved ones, Instagrammable interiors, and busy seasons of 

ministry.  But if your heart is prioritizing any of those pursuits 

before God, they are taking up space meant for Him alone.  In this 

8-session study, learn to identify the functional gods you are 

serving daily and the lies they tell.  Only when you learn to 

dethrone modern-day idols can you pursue a deeper, more 

meaningful relationship with Jesus.  Women of Zion and friends 

are invited to our fall study entitled ‘No Other Gods - The 

Unrivaled Pursuit of Christ’ by Kelly Minter.  We meet on 

Tuesdays at 9:15 a.m. or 6:30 p.m. in the chapel.  
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WEDNESDAY MORNING LADIES BIBLE CLASS:  

The Wednesday Morning Ladies Bible Study meets at 10:00 a.m. 

in the Narthex next to the office.  Right now we are studying the 

book of Revelation.  We meet in the Narthex next to the office.     

 

 

   
                

MEN'S BIBLE BREAKFAST 
The Men’s Bible Breakfast continues to meet on the third Saturday of 

every month.  Our next breakfast will be on November 17
th

 at 7:00 a.m.  

Breakfast is ordered from the menu and there is a discussion of 

upcoming events and business (if any).  We usually finish by 8:00 a.m.  

Here is an opportunity for our men to come together for fellowship and 

a brief study of God’s Word.  The MMB is open to all men of the 

congregation.  Please join us for this time of fellowship. 

 

 

 

  
 

LUTHERAN WITNESS SUBSCRIPTION 
The Congregations of the Iowa District West, LC-MS, provide copies 

of the LUTHERAN WITNESS, the official publication of the LC-MS,  

to all members.  The cost for an individual subscription is $22.67.  We 

ask that you consider reimbursing the congregation for the cost of your 

subscription.  Please place your offering in an envelope marked 

Lutheran Witness Subscription with your envelope number.  Thanks! 

If you are not receiving the LUTHERAN WITNESS and would 

like to, please notify the church office. 
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RECOMMENDED 2019 BUDGET FOR ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

1. SHARING THE GOSPEL  

   a. Missions                         $25,000 

   b. District Mission Project           7,500 

   c. Mission Support – Rev. Carl Hanson 1,200  

2. CARING FOR OTHERS  

   a. People In Need Fund                  500 

   b. Scholarship Savings                  600 

   c. Camp Okoboji                       1,350 

   d. Lutheran Family Service            3,500 

   e. Humboldt County Ministerial Assoc.   100 

3. THOSE WHO SERVE 

   a. Pastor's Salary                   26,040 

      Housing                           26,040 

      Offset                             6,000 

      Utilities                          3,000 

      Car                                5,500 

      Health                            23,325 

      Health Saving Account              1,700     

      Disability                         1,300 

      Retirement                         5,900 

      Accident                              45 

   b. Assistant Pastor’s Salary         22,406 

      Housing                           22,406 

      Offset                             6,000 

      Utilities                          3,000 

      Car                                5,500 

      Health                            23,325 

      Health Saving Account              1,700     

      Disability                         1,100 

      Retirement                         5,100 

      Accident                              45 

   c. Preschool Teacher Salary          16,088 

      Preschool Aide Salary              5,611 

   d. Secretary's Salary                26,986 

   e. Secretary Disability                 550 

   f. Secretary Retirement               2,350 

   g. Secretary Health                   8,650 

      Health Saving Account                800     

   h. Secretarial Help                   1,000 

   i. Janitor's Salary                  19,290 

   j. SS, Med - Employer                 7,500 

   k. Organist                           5,300 
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   l. Choir Director                       700 

   m. Guest Speaker                      1,000 

   n. Convention                         1,000 

   o. Continuing Education               2,200 

4. ADMINISTRATION 

   a. Vacation Bible School              1,200 

   b. Pulpit & Service Supplies         15,500 

   c. Preschool Supplies                   600 

   d. Sunday School                      6,000 

   e. Sunday School Christmas Service      300 

   f. Sunday School Supplies               250 

   g. Evangelism                         1,740 

   h. Stewardship                          600 

   i. Library                              100 

   j. LYC                                2,000 

   k. Jr. LYC                            1,000 

   l. Special Ministry Fund                250 

   m. Conferences                          500 

   n. Meals / Banquets                     500 

   o. Bible Material                     1,500 

   p. Confirmation Material              2,500 

   q. Rally Sunday Speaker               1,000 

5. CARING FOR GOD'S HOUSE 

   a. Janitorial Supplies                3,000 

   b. Maintenance & Repair              15,000 

   c. Snow Removal                       3,000 

   d. Lawn Care (spray & fertilize)      1,200 

   e. Building Insurance                 6,400 

   f. Workman’s Comp. Insurance          2,000 

   g. Preschool Insurance                  235 

   h. Telephone - Office                 1,600 

   i. Telephone – Cell                   2,400 

   j. Water & Garbage                    2,000 

   k. Electricity & Gas                 16,500 

   l. Copier Maintenance                 3,800 

6. OTHERS 

   a. Interest on Operating Notes                         

   b. Miscellaneous                      1,000 

   c. Website                            1,000 

   d. AV (Audio/Visual) 

  

TOTAL                                 $422,882 

Weekly Budget Need $8,133 
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HARVEST HOME 
 

  

 
 

The Lord had freed the Children of Israel from the slavery, 

bondage and tyranny of the Egyptians through mighty deeds.  He had 

led them through the wilderness to the Promised Land.  As they 

prepared to enter the land, the Lord commanded, “When you have 

entered the land the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance and 

have taken possession of it and settled it, take some of the first fruits of 

all that you produce from the soil of the land the Lord your God is 

giving you and put them in a basket.”  The people responded to God’s 

grace and blessings with the first fruits of their labors.  This was a 

response of faith, a response to God’s grace and the many blessings that 

God had already set before the people. 

Zion’s Harvest Home Offering follows the example of the 

Children of Israel’s first fruit offering.  The Lord has blessed us with 

good weather for the crops, opportunities to labor and been with us 

during retirement.  We can be moved by God’s grace to respond to His 

many blessings through this special “Harvest Home” offering that will 

help meet the needs of Zion’s ministry and upkeep of our facilities.  

The members of Zion have always responded to God’s grace 

and met the needs of Zion’s ministry.  This special offering has been 

used in the past for infrastructure developments, such as last year when 

we replaced five furnaces and air conditioning units.  The special 

offering also has been used to pay off debt, as well as provide a buffer 

should there be a budget shortage (so we don’t have to take out an 

operating loan). 

The offering will be received on November 17, 18, 21 

(Thanksgiving Eve Service), 24 and 25.  A special thank offering 

envelope can be found in your box of envelopes and can be used for 

this special thank offering.  

This special gift may be given at any time and we thank and 

praise the Lord for those who have already presented their special thank 

offering. 
 

Board For Stewardship 
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Soup Lunch Fundraiser for The Lotus Project 
On November 4

th
, immediately following the Sunday worship, 

there will be a soup lunch in the fellowship hall to raise money for The 

Lotus Project.  As was reported in an area newspaper, Iowa District 

West, Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod donated the church outside of 

Vincent to the effort, but renovations are needed, funds are required 

and your help is essential. 

The Lotus Project is an independent charity committed to 

helping homeless mothers in north central Iowa.  Data indicates the 

need is great, and with support from many private groups, churches and 

businesses in the area, mothers in our region can get the necessary 

support and assistance to transform not only their own lives, but the 

lives of their children as well. 

Soups, including chili, as well as rolls, desserts and other 

delicious items will be available and donations of all sizes are greatly 

appreciated.  Representatives from The Lotus Project will be present to 

answer questions and explain how your help will make this vision a 

reality. 

This effort is being funded in part by Thrivent's Live 

Generously program and if you haven't been involved with an Action 

Team, volunteers will be available to assist with planning your effort, 

applying for seed money, and organizing assets to realize your agenda.  

Thrivent recently approved The Lotus Project as a recognized charity 

eligible for Choice Dollars, which do have an expiration date.  If you 

are interested in this and a Thrivent member, please bring your 

Thrivent member information. 

For more information about the lunch, contact Marian Anderson 

bearbug2002@q.com or by phone 515-368-0278. 

For more information about The Lotus Project, please see the 

website www.lotuscommunityproject.org. 

Please sign up on the bulletin board in the Narthex if you are 

able to furnish bars.  Thanks. 

mailto:bearbug2002@q.com
http://www.lotuscommunityproject.org/
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Zion has been asked to have Food Pantry Workers for the following 

days:  Monday, November 5 (need 1 more) and November 26 (need 2 

more).  They would like 3 workers for each of these days from 9:00 

a.m.-noon.  Please be there at 8:45 a.m.  Please let Bev in the office 

know (515-332-3279 or zion@goldfieldacceess.net) if you can 

volunteer.  Thank you in advance! 

 

 
 

New Members At Zion Lutheran Church 

 

BY BAPTISM 

Kennedy Sophia Ayala – 10/7/2018 

Delaney James Reimers – 10/20/2018 

 

BY TRANSFER 

Gene & Amy Frehse, and their daughter Brittany from Christ the King 

Lutheran Church, Spencer, Iowa – 10/4/2018  

 

Welcome to our church family! 

 

mailto:zion@goldfieldacceess.net
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2018 BALLOT  ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH, HUMBOLDT, IOWA 

President (One year term; must be a male voting member) 

         Jim Helvick*    
        

Vice President (One year term; must be a male voting member) 

          Fred Arndt*     
      

Secretary (One year term) 

 ____ Marilyn Kuehnast*           
 

Treasurer (Two year term) 

          Tim McCartan*           
 

Assistant Financial Secretary (Two year term, second year becomes 

Financial Secretary) 
____ Marian Anderson   

    

Board of Elders (Elect 4 to a three year term; must be a male voting member)                   

          Joel Armitage*  ____ Tom Johnson* 

____ Marvin Meyer  ____ Joe Olson 

____ Jacob Parle  ____ Jon Stern 
       

Board of Trustees (Elect 1 to a three year term) 

 ____ Jeff Dreyer*  ____ Taylor Pedersen  
 

Board for Stewardship(Elect 2 to a three year term)  

____ Kevin Grebner*  ____ Jodi Pedersen* 

____ Steve Kunert  ____ Molly Peaton 
   

Board for Christian Education (Elect 2 to a three year term) 

____ Brianne Haukoos  ____ Kristy Smith 

____ Billie Weers    
 

Board for Evangelism (Elect 2 to a three year term) 

____ Sharon Kuehast*  ____ Barb Zabel* 

____ Marlys Johnson 
   

Cemetery Committee (Elect 1 to a five year term) 

         Gary Kuehnast*  ____ David Torkelson 
    

Nominating Committee (Elect 1 to a three year term) 

         Don Kuehnast*  ____ Brent Kuehnast 

____ Randy Moench 
  

Auditing Committee (Elect 1 to a three year term) 

         David Boswell*                                                     (* Incumbent )                                                           

The election of officers will be held on December 1 & 2 before and after 

services in the Fellowship Hall.  All communicant members who are 18 years 

and older are eligible to vote. 
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“SIT ’N SIP” 
MARK YOU CALENDARS:  “SIT ‘N SIP” for November will be on 

Tuesday, November 13, from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m.  Stop at the 

Fellowship Hall for a cup of coffee, a snack and friendly conversation 

anytime from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m.  Come when you can and leave when 

you wish.  Bring a friend!   
 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE 

Looking for Song Leaders for the Contemporary Service!  The 

contemporary service committee is looking to add new voices into the 

mix.  We’d like to add yours!  If you are interested in singing for the 

contemporary service please contact Pastor Aaron at 515-890-7558 or 

pastora@goldfieldaccess.net.  The committee is also open to singing 

from the rear of the church in the balcony if that would make singing 

easier. 

mailto:pastora@goldfieldaccess.net
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Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes are available for you to pick 

up now!  Select one 'Wow' toy and fill with other fun toys, hygiene 

items or school supplies.  Pray for the child who will receive it and 

include a personal note and photo if you'd like.  Donate $9 to send your 

gift overseas and follow it online if you like!  Please bring boxes back 

to Zion by Sunday, November 11.  Contact Brianne with any 

questions – 368-1250. 

 

 

 

 
 

CHRISTMAS APPLICATIONS 

 

Christmas Applications are being accepted for the Humboldt County 

Ministerial Association Christmas Boxes for Low Income individuals 

and families.  Applications may be picked up at the Humboldt County 

Food Pantry or Upper Des Moines Opportunity (UDMO).  

Applications must be received before 5:00 p.m. Thursday, 

November 8, no exceptions.  If any questions, please call UDMO at 

332-3631.   

 

If you would like to make a monetary donation you may mail your 

donation to:  Christmas Food Box Program, Humboldt County 

Ministerial Association, PO Box 401, Humboldt, IA  50548 
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CARPET and PAINT PROJECT:  Thank you to all who gave donations 

and memorials to this project.  New carpet has been installed in the fellowship 

hall and down the hallway to the fellowship hall, as well as a layer of flooring 

(vinyl) along the north wall (by the kitchen).  Memorial money has been 

given in memory of Marvin Anderson (father of Paul Anderson), Al Hippen, 

Diane Jensen, Ray Kunert, Harold Schnell (brother of Arlene Moritz), Jolene 

Wilhelm (mother of Dave Wilhelm and sister-in-law of Donna M. Day), and 

Mike Williams (son of Virgil and Marian Williams).  You may continue to 

donate to this project.  Money for the project can be given in the offering 

marked ‘Carpet Project,' or with the pink “Growing in Christ” envelopes 

found in the back of the church (for safety still mark it ‘Carpet Project’).  

Thank you for your generosity. 

 

 
 

NATIVITY SCENE:  Thank you to all who have given through donations 

and memorials to this project making it possible to order Mary, Joseph, the 

baby Jesus, and an angel through Bronners Christmas Store in Frankenmuth, 

Michigan.  These four pieces have arrived.  A lamb has been purchased in 

memory of Harold and Marj Kropf (parents of Marian Anderson and Don 

Kropf) and a shepherd has been purchased in memory of Mike Williams (son 

of Virgil and Marian Williams).  Memorial money has been given in memory 

of Marvin Anderson (father of Paul Anderson), Mary Ford (mother of Russ 

Naeve), Al Hippen, Pat Johnson, Ray Kunert, Eugene “Bud” Larsen (brother 

of Darlene Kunert); Margaret Lucas (grandmother of Lincoln Mason), Vernon 

Schulze, and Judy Tannor (niece of Doris Kuehnast).  We will add more 

figures to the set as the funds become available.  We have a member of the 

congregation in the process of making the wooden stable.  Please continue to 

help with this project when possible with memorials and donations.  We will 

leave the bucket set out for donations.  Any spare change you have will 

continue to be appreciated.  Thank you for your support of this project.      

Thanks, Evangelism Board 
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YOUTH  GROUP  NEWS

 

 

LYC: 
The Thanksgiving dinner for congregation members 70 & Over hosted 

by the LYC will be held Sunday, November 18 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

JR. LYC: 

 
 

“Delivered” - Jr. LYC Youth Gathering Event 

Eight Jr. LYCers, two counselors, and Pastor Kyle are attending the 

Jr. LYC Youth Gathering event.  The theme verse for the JYG this year 

is Titus 3:5 “He saved us, not because of works done by us in 

righteousness, but according to His own mercy, by the washing of 

regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit.”  We have been 

“Delivered” by God’s grace from the enemies of the Devil, the world, 

and our sinful selves through Holy Baptism!  The Jr. LYC Gathering 

will happen at the Sheraton West Des Moines, Iowa October 27-28.   

 

Wednesday Night Meal and Activity 

The next Jr. LYC meal and activity, “Minute to Win It!” will be held 

Wednesday night, November 14 from 5:30-7:00 in the Fellowship 

Hall.  The night includes a meal, a chance to hang out, and fun games.  

The last event took place on September 12.   

The Jr. LYC will be serving the Advent supper on December 12.   
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CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE 

 

The beginning of the Advent Season brings with it a change in our 

Confirmation Schedule.  Confirmation will begin at 7:30 p.m. starting 

November 28 following the first Advent service.  We remind the 

Confirmands that the worship service is part of class.  The 

Confirmation Advent schedule will be November 28, December 5, 12 

& 19 at 7:30 p.m.  There will be no Confirmation on November 21 and 

December 26.  We will resume on Wednesday, January 3 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS SERVICE  

 

Christmas is fast approaching.  Zion’s Sunday School is tentatively 

making plans to celebrate our Lord’s birth.  Kristy Smith has graciously 

agreed to be our leader/organizer.  We are planning practices for our 

children's Christmas program for Saturday, December 8 and 15, from 

9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  Parents, please put all rehearsals on your 

schedule and do your best to get your children there.  Please call if you 

know you will be gone or if you know you can’t be a part of the 

Christmas service.  Our Christmas Service will be on Sunday, 

December 16, at 6:30 p.m.  At 6:00 p.m. a musical prelude will begin 

with children playing various Christmas songs.  Come join us as we 

celebrate our Lord’s birth.  
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ZION PRESCHOOL 

 

On October 1 some members of the Humboldt Lion's Club did an eye 

screening on the children.  This screening helps to identify possible 

concerns.  The screening consists of taking a picture of the children's 

eyes.  The pictures are sent to Iowa City where they are evaluated.  It 

usually takes about a month for the results to be sent back to us. 

 

On October 3 the children had their school pictures taken.  The parents 

are anxious for the packets to arrive! 

 

On picture day we combined the classes.  At 10:00 a.m. three firemen 

from our local department brought a firetruck to our school.  One of the  

firemen was a previous student of ours.  The children enjoyed seeing 

the fire gear and equipment.  We thanked them for helping to keep us 

safe. 

 

Ryder celebrated his birthday in October.  Ashley from the library read 

books to us. 

 

With the rainy cold weather we have had a lot of coughs, colds and 

runny noses.  The Kleenex box has been busy. 

 

We have been working on some fall decorations like pumpkins and 

scarecrows.  The children will visit the North Care Center in the 

morning on October 31 and the afternoon class will ride the bus to the 

hospital to sing songs and visit. 

 

Our first parent conferences will be coming up on November 8 & 9. 
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If you have changed your phone number or are now using only a cell 

number, have a new e-mail address, or have moved and have a new 

physical address, please contact the church office at 

zion@goldfieldaccess.net or 332-3279 with your new phone number, e-

mail address, and physical address.  Thank you. 

 

 

 
 

Jr. LYC Fundraiser 
JR. LYC Scrip Program:  Orders are being taken for Scrip Cards the 1

st
 and 

3
rd

 Sunday of the month.  By buying groceries or gas, or giving them as gifts 

support the Jr. LYC.  The following cards allow Jr. LYC to make a reasonable 

profit.   1-   Fareway – 3 percent back 

2- Hy-Vee – 5 percent back 

3- Casey’s – 3 percent back   

 

They would make great Christmas gifts.   

 

 

 
 

The December Newsletter deadline will be Thursday, November 15 at 

noon.  Please turn your items in by then.  Thank you. 

mailto:zion@goldfieldaccess.net
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ZION LWML GENERAL MEETING 
October 11, 2018 

 

Opening devotions were given by Judy Harklau.  Then we all enjoyed 

coffee and several delicious coffee cakes and fruit cups. 

 

Joyce Thompson, co-chair, called the meeting to order.  Secretary, 

Mary Stolle read the report from the July, 2018 General Meeting.  The 

Treasurer's report was passed out to all by Cheryl Miller. 

 

Mite box devotions were given by Marilyn Kuehnast.  We all joined in 

and sang "I love to Tell the Story" along with the theme of the 

devotions. 

 

Mary gave a report on the Gemutlichkeit Committee.  She requested 

$150 for decorations this year.  With it being the 30
th

 dinner, some 

extra decor will be added.  Louise Chinn told us we could use Thrivent 

for the decorations.  Marilyn will submit a form to Thrivent.  Shirley 

Moench made the motion we do this.  Seconded by Marilyn.  Also, 

frozen bread dough may be used and was used last year with 

consistence being a good reason to do it this way if needed.  Brats will 

be purchased through Northern Lights in Fort Dodge.  Fareway no 

longer has a way to supply them to us. 

 

Joan Arnold reported for the Mission Committee.  20 boxes were sent 

to college students.  In October, socks and underwear are being 

collected for the poor in Iowa and California.  November we will 

collect items for St. John’s in Vincent, which is now a shelter for the 

homeless. 
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Mary reported on Camp Okoboji.  The Hauck Building, originally built 

by the Hauck family of Humboldt, will be worked on this week.  It will 

be torn down after windows, doors, and wood is taken from it.  

Hopefully, the fireplace will be saved by using the stones from it and 

finding another place on the Camp grounds for it to be rebuilt.   

 

A list of donation requests for this year was printed out for all.  

Requests for other missions were given.  We will vote on them next 

month. 

 

The Evangelism Committee would like the LWML to be responsible 

for the pumpkin pies after the Thanksgiving Eve service.  A motion not 

to do this was given by Mildred Torkelson, seconded by Cheryl Miller.  

Motion passed not to do this at this time. 

 

LWML Sunday is the 14
th

.  Sheets to sign up to help with the service 

were passed around. 

 

It was noted that Ray Knight will be presenting a history of Zion on 

Confirmation night, the 24
th

.  All members of Zion are invited. 

 

November 1
st
 will be Guest Day at Noon.  Beef Stew will be the menu.  

Kathy Geisler will present "Powerful Tools for Caregivers".  Humboldt 

churches and our own zone churches were invited. 

 

Meeting closed. 

 

Secretary, 

Mary Stolle 

 

 

 

LWML GUEST DAY 
LADIES:   

LWML Guest Day will be held on Thursday, November 1 in 

the Fellowship Hall.  Kathy Geisler, will be the guest speaker.  The 

topic will be “Powerful Tools for the Caregivers”.  We will begin the 

afternoon with a noon luncheon.  Bring your friends and neighbors and 

spend an enjoyable afternoon with us.  Please sign up on the sheet on 

the LWML bulletin board in the Narthex by Monday, October 29.   
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The Gemütlichkeit Committee has distributed the Committee Chairs and 

Member lists to all the women of the congregation (please check your mail 

box).  Please check to see where your name is on the list.  The Committee 

apologizes if it has inadvertently forgotten to include anyone.  Please inform 

us of any omissions, misspellings of names or incorrect telephone numbers.    

We welcome any new members to join us and participate in the Gemütlichkeit 

Dinner on Saturday, December 1
st
.  Thank you for your help and support in 

this LWML project.  Please notify a Committee member if you are unable to 

serve on the Committee you are scheduled and also of any changes that need 

to be made.  Please let the Gemütlichkeit Committee know if you are unable 

to chair your committee for the annual dinner held on December 1
st
, 2018. 

 

The 30
th

 Annual Gemütlichkeit Luncheon will be held December 1
st
, 2018 

at Zion Lutheran Church.  We will be serving from 11:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. and 

all tickets are pre-sold.  You may purchase tickets at the Zion church office or 

from Marilyn Kuehnast, Doris Gillespie, Renae Dreyer and Lori Stein.  

Carryout is available.  Prices are $10 for adults, $5 for children under 10, and 

preschoolers are free.  Come enjoy a homemade German dinner of brats & 

sauerkraut, pork loin, potato soup, hot German potato salad, chunky 

applesauce, deviled eggs and black forest torte!  Homemade relishes, bread 

and cookies all served, as well!  Join us for a German tradition! 

 

If anyone has plastic containers to put leftovers in they can leave them in the 

kitchen.  Thank you. 

 

The Gemütlichkeit Committee:  

    Lynette Christensen – 515-293-1027       Carol Christiansen – 368-1176 

    Jodi Giddings – 368-0260                        Arloa Rapple – 368-3684 

    Mary Stolle – 604-4019       Bev Zinnel – 368-5266 
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LWML MISSION  NOTES 
For the November Mission Project we will be collecting items for the 

Lutheran Family Service MomTalk Program in Fort Dodge. MomTalk 

is a group that meets for guidance and to discuss issues for new moms 

in a Christian setting.  You can bring donations any time during the 

month of November and place them in the mission containers in the 

Narthex. 

 

Items needed are: 

Toothpaste 

Toothbrushes 

Shampoo 

Conditioner 

Antiperspirant 

Laundry detergent 

Children’s training underwear 

Socks for all ages 

Quilts for kids and adults 

Gift Cards for Christmas boxes 

  

Thanks to all for your continued support of our mission projects. 

 

The Mission Committee, 

Joan Arnold, Marian Anderson, Jackie Schulze 

 

 



 34 

 
 

 

 

ASSIGNMENTS FOR NOVEMBER 

 

ELDERS:  Tom Johnson, Roger Heiter,  

        Bruce Reimers, Jeff Friesth 

        
COUNTERS:  Stewardship 

 

ALTAR GUILD:  DP – Dawn Parle 

                                  C – Kathy Johnson, Kristy Smith  
 

 

LWML GUEST DAY – NOVEMBER 1 – NOON 

 

LWML ABSENTEE VOTING - NOVEMBER 3 & 4  

IN CHURCH OFFICE UNTIL WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7 

 

LWML EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING –  

NOVEMBER 8 - 8:30 A.M. 

 

LWML CIRCLE - NOVEMBER 8 - 9:30 A.M. 

Mary Stolle (Devotion), Bernice Gronbach (Bingo), Tammy Kuehnast 

 

LWML BINGO AT NORTH CARE CENTER -  

NOVEMBER 20 - 2:00 P.M.  
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ZION LECTOR SCHEDULE FOR  

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 
 

 November      4 – Randy Moench (All Saints Sunday) 

 November  11 – Kerry Burmeister 

 November  18 – Reed Burres 

 November  25 – Bruce Gunderson 

 

 December      2 – Jim Helvick 

 December    9 – LeRoy Jorgensen 

 December  16 – Tim McCartan 

 December  23 – Leonard Bremer 

 December  30 – Doug Van Pelt  

     

 

 
 

USHERS FOR   
NOVEMBER 11 THROUGH DECEMBER 5: 

 

     HEAD USHERS:  Greg Vik, Steve Kunert 

         USHERS:  Glen Larsen, Kyle Larsen,  

                                     Brian Ernst, Joseph Kunert 
 

(Note:  Includes Thanksgiving Eve Service on November 21 and 

Midweek Advent Services on November 28 and December 5 at 6:30 

p.m.) 
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ACOLYTE  SCHEDULE  FOR  NOVEMBER 
 

             November   3 – Hallie MacLeod 

                                4 – Ty Schluter (All Saints’ Sunday) 

    

  November 10 – Emma Maschino 

    11 – Bella Opheim 

 

  November 17 – Kaycee Rubel 

    18 – Maddie Shaw 
 

  Thanksgiving Service – 6:30 p.m. 

  November 21 – Peyton Van Pelt 

 

  November  24 – Jasmyn Zinnel 

    25 – Sam Bohan 

 

  Advent I – 6:30 p.m. 

  November   28 – Levi Bonnstetter 

 

  December    1 – Braden Cameron 

                        10:00 a.m.       2 – Christian Lee 

 

  Advent I – 6:30 p.m. 

  December   5 – Owen MacLeod 

 

If you are unable to Acolyte on the date scheduled please arrange for a 

substitute and notify the church office by the Wednesday before the 

weekend you are schedule to Acolyte.  
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_________________________________________________________ 

GREETERS    FOR    NOVEMBER     

     All Saints Sunday 

     November     4 – Andy & Shana Manteuful - E 

                      Lincoln & Dawn Mason - W  

 

     November 11 – Tim & Brenda McCartan - E 

                   Joe & Heidi McCullough - W 

 

     November 18 – Marvin & Linda Meyer - E 

                   Marcus & June Mundt - W 

 

     Thanksgiving Eve Service – 6:30 p.m. 

     November 21 – Brent & Sue Kuehnast - E 

                                         Gary & Cheryl Miller - W 

 

     November   25 – Nate & Amy Nostrom - E 

                   Ross & Kayla Newton - W  

 

     Advent Service – 6:30 p.m. 

     November 28 – Jason & Darla Opheim - E 

                   Mike & Barb Zabel - W 
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NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
     November 2, 2017 - Taylor & Heidi Pedersen 

    November 2, 2013 - Travis & Amanda Pederson 

     November 5, 2005 - Kyle & Misty Sheppard 

     November 6, 2006 - Cliff & Linda Coon 

     November 7, 2009 - Tim & Kristen Fisher 

     November 7, 1970 - Roger & Sharyl Larson   

    November 14, 1981 - Herman & Jana Hauck 

    November 16, 1974 - Kenny & Jana Bratland 

     November 19, 2005 - Derrick & Amy Elman 

     November 19, 2004 - Doug & Rhonda Van Pelt 

     November 20, 1975 - Jim & Carol Steverson 

     November 22, 2009 - Travis & Brandi Tammen 

     November 23, 2013 - Adam & Abbey Shell 

     November 25, 1970 - Bruce & Becky Ruby 

         November 25, 1989 - Joel & Susan Rutz 

         November 25, 1956 - Kenneth & Joyce Thompson 

         November 29, 1986 - Neal & Caroline Thompson 

     November 30, 2002 - Mark & Shawna Bonnstetter 
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11/1 – James Lloyd 11/14 – Braelyn Newton 

11/1 – Ryann Oatman 11/14 – Amy Nostrom 
11/1 – Tim Wredt 11/14 – Gary Tull 

11/2 – Dorothy Erpelding 11/14 – Melissa Ubben 

11/2 – LeRoy Kaspersen 11/15 – Miranda Balster 

11/3 – Tracey Glossen 11/15 – Heather Kocher 

11/3 – Brianne Haukoos 11/15 – Karlee Peyton 

11/4 – Sarah Chambers 11/15 – Mason Van Pelt 

11/4 – Amy Elman 11/15 – Don Waderich 

11/4 – Greg Zaugg 11/15 – Mandy Zwiefel 

11/5 – Andy Armitage 11/16 – Maggie Peters 

11/5 – Warren Wood 11/17 – Jana Hauck 

11/6 – Emma Flatau 11/17 – Judy Rubel 

11/6 – Holly Stockdale 11/18 – Shirley Moench 

11/7 – Helen Newbrough 11/18 – Spencer Naeve 

11/7 – Jonathon Schaffer 11/19 – Taelynn Tammen 

11/7 – Knox Schott 11/20 – Marvin Andersen 

11/7 – Lucca Schott 11/20 – Jaxton David 

11/7 – Beth Simmons 11/21 – Roger Johnson 

11/8 – Josi Christopher 11/21 – Doug Lundberg 

11/9 – Ryan Foth 11/21 – Lance Olson 

11/9 – Marilyn Hippen 11/22 – Kerry Burmeister 

11/9 – Pastor Raether 11/22 – Richard Crouse 

11/9 – Chuck Sexe 11/22 – Logan Fiddler 

11/10 – Jordan Coon 11/25 – Anna Frieden 

11/10 – Matthew Milledge 11/26 – Kaycee Rubel 

11/11 – Salem Bonnstetter 11/26 – Mardelle Vandevanter 

11/11 – Randy Clough 11/27 – Nathan Ruby 

11/11 – Frankee Marchant 11/28 – Brian Kuehnast 

11/11 – Pastor Kyle 11/28 – Roger Larson 

11/11 – Cheryl Miller 11/29 – Frank Diedrick 

11/12 – Matt Emick 11/29 – Joyce Lee 

11/12 – Don Kuehnast 11/29 – Hannah Maschino 

11/13 – Dirk Abels 11/30 – Gary Gonnerman 

11/13 – Brian Skow 11/30 – Michelle Kluender 

11/14 – Bruce Gunderson 11/30 – Sharon Kuehnast 

11/14 – Ruth Kellner 11/30 – Haley Stockdale 

11/14 – Heidi McCullough  
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 NOVEMBER 

 
 2018 

 
FLOWER CALENDAR 

 
 
 

 

          November   4 – Richard Moench 

                11 – Bruce & Linda Gunderson 

                  18 – Gary & Sonja Peyton 

                  25 – Mardell Vandevanter 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

          November   4 – Tim & Jean Wredt 

                11 – Kenny & Jana Bratland 

                  18 – Shirley Moench 

                  25 – Kevin & Carole Zinnel 
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“FLOWERS OF THE HOLY NIGHT” 

 

Evangelism Board Project 

 

Poinsettias for Zion 

 

 

The poinsettia has become the traditional Christmas flower and has 

brought beauty to our sanctuary for many years.  The star of the leaf is 

said to represent the Star of Bethlehem.  The red flower stands for the 

blood of the male infants that were killed by King Herod and the blood 

of Christ who came to be our Savior.  

   

The Evangelism Board is offering the members of Zion the opportunity 

to purchase a poinsettia in memory of or in honor of a loved one, 

someone special in life or a special occasion.  Those who are 

remembered or honored will be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin 

along with those who have given to “Flowers Of the Holy Night” 

project.  If you wish to remain anonymous, please indicate this on your 

order form. 

 

We thank you for considering and participating in this special 

Evangelism project to enhance our worship and bring additional beauty 

to our sanctuary as we celebrate our Lord’s birth.  
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“FLOWERS OF THE HOLY NIGHT” 

Zion Evangelism Board Poinsettia Project 

 

 

I would like to give a poinsettia in memory of the following 

person/people or occasion: 

     

Name or Occasion: ________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________ 

 

 

I would like to give a poinsettia in honor of the following 

person/people or occasion:  

 

Name or Occasion: ________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Given by: _______________________________________________ 

 

_____ Donor wishes to remain anonymous 

 

 

The cost of one poinsettia will be $8.00.    _____ # of plants ordered 

 

 

I do not wish to purchase a plant but would like to contribute the 

following amount $_______ to the “Flowers of the Holy Night” project 

offered by the Evangelism Board.  

 

 

Total amount included $_______ Make check payable to “Zion 

Lutheran Church.” 

 

 

Please return order with payment to the church office by November 

11
th

. 

 


